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The 
| 


Coneord : 
has echoes 
of history 


By Marvin Pave 
Globe Staff 
] 


' + CONCORD—Two hundred years 
ago this month, the Provincial Con- 
press sat here in the First Parish 
Meeting House to prepare a list of 
grievances against the British gov- 
ernment, 

Yesterday afternoon, with the 
glare of television lights outshining 
the Colonial-style chandeliers in the 


historic church, questions were again, - 


raised concerning the government 
of the United States. 
' The occasion was the National 
a Meeting, moderated by former 
ew York Times associate editor 
Harrison Salisbury. The hour-long 
program featured former Deputy 
ttorney General William Ruckels- 
aus, and historian Arthur Schles- 
Inger Jr. 
, 90, everything was “apke town 
ineeting style, as questions and 
ppinions were solicited among the 
800 people who jammed the Meet- 
ing House, including program guests 
fhomas Winship, editor of The 
Globe, and publisher William Rush- 
Pr of the National Review, 

The program will be broadcast 
Wednesday at 10 p.m. on WGBH- 
{[V, Channel 2. 

' The toprc was “Whatever Hap- 
ened to the American Dream?” and 

fre town meeting setting was appro- 

priate because the church — located 

In historic Concord Center — was 
e site of the settlament’s earliest 
wh meetings. 

“The dream is still there,” said 
Ruckelshaus, who along with former 
Attorney General Elliot Richardson, 
tesigned in protest last Oct. 21 over. 
the firing of special Watergate pros- 

utor Archibald Cox by former 
brasident Nixon. : 

“But we must do two things -to 
keep it going,” Ruckelshaus said. 
First, we need systemic changes in 
yder to give more people a piece of 
fhe action, We must diffuse the 

wer of the central government in’ 
at regard. 

“Second, we should realize ihat 
the nature of our problems today is 
auch more complicated than in the 
past, and we must foster a greater 
nwareness that we live in an inter- 
fependent world,” 

Schlesinger, an adviser to Presi- 
fents Kennedy and Johnson, and 
Professor of humanities at City Uni- 
versity of New York, said that ‘four 


pride has been in our ability to. 


‘thange. In recent times, we have 
been subjected to a series of shocks 
+ Vietnam, assassinations, resigna- 
tions of our President and Vice 
President, and energy, crime and in- 
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Narrison Salisbury, formerly of the New York Times, addresses members 
ef National Town Meeting in Concord. (Globe photo by George Rizer) 


flationary problems. Our confidence 
has been shaken, : 

“Vet, I wonder if historians of 
the future will look back and regard 
this era not just as one of turbu- 
lence, but of the beginning of the 
American people to act on the les- 
sons they have learned.” 

The role of American business, 


“the problems of youth, the moral 


fiber of the American civilization, 
and an expanded role of the town 
meeting process were among the re- 
lated subjects raised from the audi- 
ence. 

“J don’t think we should aspire 
towards the moral leadership of the 
world,” Schlesinger replied. “We 
Should desire it, of course, in our 
own society. Otherwise, we are held 
up as judge, jury and executioner by 
the rest of the world. — 

“And that,” he said,” can be 
painful, as the Vietnam Mee will at- 
test.” = 
A concern of one fore eudent, 
who alluded to the unresolved colo- 
nial- grievances of 200 years ago, 
was: “Do high government officials 
really listen to what the public has 
to say?” 

“My ‘own experience with Mr. 
Cox's firing dictates an answer of 


yes,” said Ruckelshaus, now in pri- | 


vate law practice in Washington. 
Mr. Nixon was forced to replace Mr. 
Cox because the people demanded it 


through the media and through tele~ 
grams, I had an unlisted telephone 
number last October, but I received 
about 4000 telegrams protesting the 
firing.” 

The concerns and drusteations of 
the young were reflected in the re- 
marks of a Concord School Commit- 
tee member who said he feared that 
idealism among youth is waning. 

“Unfortunately,” replied Schle- 
singer, “one of the misfortunes of 
the young is that they desire instant 
remedies, | 

“Who kwows? The American 
dream may never be fulfilled, sup- 
posing that there is an American 
dream at all, But what we must 
keep in rnind, young or old, are the 
valuable steps we take in trying to 
reach those remedies.” 

Future sessions of the National 
Town Meeting will be held in Phila- 
delphia’s Congress Hall, the Illinois 


‘State Legislature, where Abraham 


Lincoln served,.and in Atlanta, Ber-— 
keley, and Washington. 

The programs will be carried 
every Wednesday by Channel 2 and 
every Saturday at noon on WBUR- 
FM. 

The television debates are spon- . 
sored by the John F. Kennedy Cen-'. 
ter in Washington. The format calls 
for public officials and newsmakers 
to present their views before a live 
audience and then answer questions. 
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PRESS RELEASE (cont'd) ~ November 15, 1974 


Tom Braden who headed up the CIA's International Or- 
ganizations Division from 1950 to 1954 when it was respon- 
sible for subsidizing private organizations, is skeptical 
of recent efforts to cut back on the Agency's authority 
to engage in covert Operst tons 

Dr. Ford is a twenty-two year veteran of the CIA who 
left the agency last June to become a Research Fellow at 
the Woodstock Theological Center here in Washington. He 
also serves as director of the newly formed Institute for 
the Study of Ethics and International Affairs at George- 
town University. 

National Town Meetings are held weekly, alternating 
between the eee Center in Washington, D.C. and com- 
munities around the country. The ppesgsite are carried by 
public television stations nationwide and also can be 
heard on public radio. The meetings are made possible by 
a grant from the Mobil Oil Corporation and are open to 


the public free to charge. 
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